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The Impact of Historic Building toward Regional Sustainability: 
Case study Menara Kudus, Indonesia. 
 

A Anisa1 and F Lissimia1 

1 Architecture Department, Universitas Muhammadiyah Jakarta, Jl Cempaka Putih Tengah 27 
Jakarta Pusat 10510. Indonesia 
 

*Email: anisa@ftumj.ac.id 

Abstract. Menara Kudus area marks the beginning of Kudus City, Central Java, Indonesia. The 
area is famous for its many historic buildings, including Menara Kudus, Al Aqsa Mosque, the 
traditional Kudus house, and Sunan Kudus tomb complex. Menara Kudus area is an area visited 
by pilgrims and tourists. In addition, there are many “pesantren” in the surrounding area that make 
this area never look deserted. Economic development thrives around the area but doesn’t 
necessarily change physical setting. This study was designed to describe the impact of historic 
buildings in Menara Kudus area on the sustainability of the surrounding area. 
 
The method used in this research is qualitative interpretive descriptive, which analyzes field data 
using 3 aspects of sustainability which is economic, social and environmental fields. The analysis 
phase is carried out through 3 stages. The first stage is the explanation and description of historic 
buildings around the Holy Tower. The second stage, discuss and describe the economic, social, 
and environmental aspects around the Menara Kudus. The third stage, interpretation to see the 
impact toward surrounding area. 
 
The results of this study show there are significant influence between historic buildings and the 
sustainability of the area, especially on the economic aspect. Crowds of pilgrims and tourists 
visiting the Menara Kudus area make economic activity in the surrounding area flourish. Likewise 
with the presence of “santri” from outside the Kudus area which is in the vicinity of Menara 
Kudus. The existence of a institution that manages the Mosque, the Tomb, and Menara Kudus and 
the Kudus Cultural Heritage Team makes this area neatly arranged so that it supports the 
sustainability of the region. 
 
Keywords : Historic Building, Regional Sustainability, Menara Kudus. 
 

 
1. Introduction 
Historic buildings are buildings that have historical values, both physically and non-physically. Historic 
buildings mark important events that happened in their time, and also the architecture that developed in 
their time. Historic buildings manifest in the form of houses, worship buildings, public buildings, and 
others. In Kudus Old City, Central Java, there is an area in which there are several historic buildings 
clustered together. The area is called the Menara Kudus area. Specifically, the Menara Kudus area is 
located in the Kudus Old City, Kudus Regency, Central Java Province. Kudus Old City acts as a core area 



where Kudus City was founded. There are the Mosque, Menara Kudus, and historic houses inside Kudus 
Old City. 

The mosque which is often referred to as the Menara Mosque or al Aqsha Mosque was founded in 
1687 AD based on the inscriptions that exist in Javanese candra sengkala which reads the Gapura Rusak 
Ewahing Jagad [1]. Menara Kudus area was originally a place for Walisongo, the equals of a saint in 
moslem, named Sunan Kudus. This area besides being called Kudus Old City, is also referred to as Kudus 
Kulon because it is located in the west of the river, Kaligelis. This river divides Kudus into two parts, 
namely Kudus Kulon and Kudus Wetan. Kudus Kulon is the Old City of Kudus, and Kudus Wetan is the 
development of the City and is the center of Kudus city today. 

Menara Kudus area is a lively area visited by pilgrims, tourists, and acts as a center of knowledge for 
students studying at “pesantren” located around the area. Pesantren is a religious boarding school mostly 
found in Java. Menara Kudus area is busy all the time because of these activities. It seems that the area 
that was built several hundred years ago can still show its existence with activities that have not changed 
much. This study aims to interpret the impact of the existence of historic buildings on the sustainability of 
the Menara Kudus area. 

 
2. Methods 
Research on the impact of historic buildings on the region’s sustainability uses interpretive descriptive 
methods. This method is used in data collection and analysis to interpret the impact. The research data are 
divided into two, namely primary and secondary data. Primary data in this study were obtained through 
field observations. Whereas secondary data is taken through the study of relevant literature. Identification 
and description are ways to take field data. 

The field data analysis phase is carried out in stages using a review of three aspects of sustainability. 
The aspects of regional sustainability that are used as analytical tools are economic, social, and 
environmental. The analysis phase is carried out through three stages. The first stage is the identification, 
description, and interpretation of historic buildings around the Menara Kudus. The second stage is the 
identification, description, and interpretation of economic, social, and environmental aspects around the 
Menara Kudus. The third stage is interpretation to see the impact. The location of the research is the 
Menara Kudus area with the scope of the Mosque-Menara-Tomb and the surrounding environment. 

 
Figure 1. Research Location Kudus Old City  

(Source: Redraw from Wikantari & Narumi [2]) 
 

3. Results and Discussion 
3.1. Historical buildings  
Historical buildings in the Kudus City, Central Java, Indonesia, as a whole are very numerous and can 
still be found today. This historic building marks an event that has happened in Kudus. Some historic 



buildings found standing alone (single) and some are clustered together. Besides mosques, tombs, towers, 
Kudus traditional houses, there are also Gedong houses (local house in European style), Kilungan houses, 
Omah Kapal Damaran, Omah Kembar Nitisemito, and several other buildings. This section will discuss 
historical building Menara Kudus area which includes the Mosque, the Tower (Menara Kudus), and the 
traditional Kudus House. 

The mosque in the center of the Kudus Old City is now called the Al Aqsa Mosque, which was 
founded in 1687 AD. Al Aqsa Mosque has a unique architecture and is in an integrated complex with 
Menara Kudus and the Tomb of Sunan Kudus. The material widely used is brick. On the inside of the 
mosque, there are twin door made of bricks and has similar shape with a temple gate. As is the case with 
Menara Kudus that shaped similar to a temple. Ashadi [3] revealed that tower building besides being a 
“tetenger” (marker) was also a symbol of the unity of the worshipers of the ancient Holy community. The 
tower is the mundi axis, a cosmic pillar that connects the earth to heaven [3].  
 

   
Figure 2. Al Aqsha Mosque, Menara Kudus, and Kudus Traditional House 

(Source: Author, 2019 annd Lathief [4]) 
 
3.2. Regional Sustainability 
The sustainability of Menara Kudus area in this study is analyzed using three pillars of sustainable 
development that is economic, social and environmental. These three pillars are used as analysis tools 
because there are links between these three aspects and the sustainability of an area. Simatupang [5] 
revealed that the concept of sustainability has also been proposed in the development of settlements in 
various scales (small cities, cities, metropolitan). The objectives of the three aspects of the sustainability 
dimension are also a requirement in achieving sustainable urban settlements [5].  

The three main interrelated pillars are economic growth, social sustainability, and environmental 
sustainability. The success of sustainable development does not only depend on the economic sector but 
also the need for government intervention in implementating to achieve equitable welfare [6]. 

 
Figure 3. Interaction of Three Pillars of Sustainable Development 

(Source : Wardhono in Deliyanto [7]) 
 



3.3. Identification, description, and interpretation of Economic Aspects 
The description of economic aspects at the beginning of Kudus Old City can be illustrated by the original 
livelihood of Kudus community that is farming and trading. In their livelihoods, Kudus community relies 
heavily on the trade sector, especially trade in industrial products. Kudus natural conditions are very 
supportive of this kind of economic activity [8]. Towards the end of the 19th century, Kudus City 
experienced an increase in prosperity due to the abundance of agricultural produce in the surrounding 
area. In the first half of the 20th century, Kudus became famous for its kretek cigarette factory. The 
industry that was originally a household craft developed into a large industry [9]. Kudus City is 
considered as one of the industrial cities as well as a trading city, considering that it is located close to the 
north coast of Java [10]. 

The current economic activity in the Menara area that can be observed is trade. In the old days, at the 
beginning of the Kudus City, the flourishing trade was palawija. Palawija crops are the most important 
crops in Java after rice. At present, the trade has shifted to follow the development needs. Physically, it 
shows in houses in the Menara Kudus area that have a sisir building as a symbol and a place for trading. 
This sisir building used to be a warehouse for palawija and tobacco, and also as a cigarette factory during 
the kretek home industry. At present, the sisir building still exists and functions as a place of business. 
This proves that the Kudus Old City and the Menara Area in particular still maintain trade as their main 
livelihood. 

Economic development has also increased rapidly along with the rapid number of tourists and 
pilgrims visiting the Menara Kudus Area. The government also responded positively by playing an active 
role and cooperating with the management of Menara Kudus Foundation to identify problems and make 
corrective efforts. There are some historic buildings which have not optimally contributed to the Kudus 
Old City, namely traditional Kudus houses due to the fact that the houses are in private ownership and are 
not yet open for tourism. Tourists can actually see and enter the Kudus traditional house at the Kretek 
Museum or at the Gusjigang Museum that is located quite far from the Menara area. The Kudus Regency 
Government is making efforts to revitalize the Menara Kudus area while maintaining building elements 
that are used as markers in the Menara Kudus area. For example, the revitalization of the old square 
preserved the banyan tree that existed in the Menara Kudus [11]. 

In previous studies about the identification of economic activities around the Menara Kudus, it was 
found that there were a variety of economic activities that took place in the Kudus traditional house, 
ranging from the trade in palawija, tobacco, cigarette industry, and the convection industry to economic 
activities related to pilgrimage activities. But now the trade in palawija and tobacco cannot be found 
anymore. The convection industry still exists and is developing. Economic activities related to pilgrimage 
also developed such as the home industry of jenang (traditional snack in Java), a place for pilgrims to 
stay, motorbike daycare, and a place to sell souvenirs typical of Kudus and boarding schools for 
memorizing Al-Qur'an (pesantren) [12]. 

 
3.4. Identification, description, and interpretation of Social Aspects 
Kudus City is divided by a river called Kaligelis into Kudus Kulon (West) and Kudus Wetan (east). Kudus 
Kulon is the area that is to the west of the Kaligelis, more precisely around the Menara Kudus. The Kudus 
Kulon community located around the Menara Kudus is socially thick through jigang. Jigang are the two 
main activities attached to the Kudus kulon community, namely the activity of reciting the Qur’an and 
trading. Mu’tasim and Mulkhan [13] revealed that the mention of Kudus Kulon originated not only from 
this geographical boundary but also to a community of 'inside' people living around the Menara Mosque. 
The term Orang Kudus Kulon for people who live around the Menara Mosque is a proud designation. 
While for people who live in the outer areas and have no connection with the people of the Menara 
Kudus, the title is actually less pleasant. They have different views about the designation [13]. 

Kudus Kulon community in their daily life is very strong with the Islamic atmosphere, that's why the 
Kudus Kulon area is also called the santri area. Santri is a person who studies in pesantren. Kudus Kulon 
as santri area supported by the number of Islamic boarding schools and the many Qur'anic memorizers 
who studied around the area of the Menara Kudus. Triyanto [14] revealed that the Kudus community is a 



society where the majority of its citizens are puritan moslem. For them, the values of the teachings of 
Islam are not just to be practiced in the best possible way but also functioned as a guide of life. Kudus 
Kulon has been nicknamed the area of santri with the Kauman Village as its center [14]. Aside from being 
a santri, the Kudus Kulon community is also known as a persistent merchant. This is evident from the 
beginning of Kudus City until now. In Kudus Kulon, there is still a place for traders even though the 
goods as trading commodities have changed a lot. 
 
3.5. Identification, description and interpretation of environmental aspects 
Menara Kudus area is an area with a unique and characteristic residential environment. The neighborhood 
around the Menara Kudus is dominated by houses in a high fence or commonly called a Kilungan house. 
Inside the Kilungan house, there is a traditional Kudus house complete with an inner courtyard and a sisir 
building. So even though it seems like the house surrounded by narrow aisles and massive walls, but 
inside the house, there is still a fairly wide green area. This is unique to the residential environment 
around the Menara Kudus. Apart from the Kilungan house, there are also traditional houses that line and 
are not surrounded by a fence. This traditional house also always has a yard in front of it. The 
environmental aspect of the existence of this yard is very important as a rainwater catchment area and for 
air circulation. That's why the original houses in this area all felt cool because of the yard in front of his 
house. The yard that is still maintained in each house is what makes the water source in the Menara 
Kudus area still sufficient and suitable for consumption. 

In a previous publication, it was mentioned that in the area around the Mosque and the Menara 
Kudus, settlements are dominated by Kilungan houses so that they form labyrinthine-shaped streets. The 
farther away from the Mosque and the Menara Kudus, the form of settlements turned into open houses 
without a wall of light. But the shape is still the traditional Kudus house, only its shape is lined and open 
without a refinery [15]. 

In addition to the existence of the yard, the houses also still use wood that is environmentally friendly 
and maintain various vegetation around the house. Apart from that, the traditional Kudus house that was 
raised from the floor by 2-3 steps, gave the distance to the land and did not damage the soil. This wooden 
house is a knocked-down house that can actually be dismantled and not much damage to the soil 
underneath. 
 
4. Conclusion 
This section presents an interpretation of the impact of historic buildings on the sustainability of the 
Menara Kudus area. Based on three aspects of sustainability, namely economic, social, and 
environmental, it can be seen that the existence of historic buildings in the Menara Kudus Area is still a 
binder and attract the activities around it. 

Almost every house around the Menara area is opened for economic ventures, ranging from selling 
souvenirs, pilgrims' lodging, boarding schools, convection businesses, and several other businesses. 
Socially, the Menara Kudus area is still a center of knowledge with many santri studying from several 
cities around Kudus. This area is still socially thick as a santri area and is believed to be a place to gain 
knowledge. The social aspect that has changed is the view that separates the people who live in Kudus 
Kulon and Kudus Wetan. This difference in perspective does not feel sharp. The environment and the 
community still maintain the yard as an area of absorption and circulation of fresh air in the midst of a 
dense environment. Meaning the yard is a binder of activity in these houses. 

The environmental aspect is also related to the social aspect as expressed in the old city of Kudus. 
The Kudus community has two main activities, namely jigang which consists of reciting the Qur’an and 
trading. Both of these are done in the traditional Kudus house in a separate section by the yard. Qur’an 
activities are mostly done in the main building, and trading activities are carried out in the sisir building 
[16]. 

Also supporting the sustainability of the Menara Kudus area is the collaboration of various parties 
including the local government, the Foundation that manages the Mosque, the Tomb, and Menara Kudus 



as well as the Kudus Cultural Heritage Team and the people who inhabit the surrounding Menara Kudus 
area. 
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Abstract. Al Mukarromah Mosque in Kampung Bandan, North Jakarta, Indonesia, is a religious 
tourism destination. The Mosque housed tombs of Islamic propagators, Habib Mohammad Bin 
Umar Al-Qudsi, Habib Ali Bin Abdurrahman Ba'alawi, and Habib Abdurrahman bin Alwi As-
Syatiri. Pilgrims come to the Mosque to pray, due to its history. Tourism activity causes physical 
changes in the building of the mosque and the houses around it. Since the surrounding settlement 
is high-density, the changes in settlement need to be watched to ensure the sustainability of Al 
Mukarromah Mosque and the settlement. This article aims to observe the physical changes in 
housing as a result of the existence of the Al Mukarromah Mosque, which developed due to 
tourism activities. Data collection was carried out through interviews and literature studies. Data 
collected then translated into house plans before and after transformation. The data obtained 
were analyzed using descriptive interpretative methods. Three aspects to analyze are building 
area, function, and material. The results show that only adjacent houses to Al Mukarromah 
Mosque benefit directly from religious tourism. Other parts of Kampung Bandan still maintain 
the characteristics of kampung or high-density settlement. Kampung Bandan lacks the necessary 
facilities such as public space to support religious tourism. Keywords : Kampung Bandan, Masjid 
Al Mukarromah, religious tourism, housing physical change 

1.  Introduction 
Al Mukarromah Mosque in Kampung Bandan was built in 1879 by Habib Abdurrahman bin Alwi As-
Syatiri. It also houses the tomb of Habib Mohammad bin Umar Al-Qudsi and Habib Ali Bin 
Abdurrahman Ba'alawi and its founder [1]. The history and the tombs of Al Mukarromah Mosque 
promote religious tourism activities such as pilgrims and praying [1]. The mosque is part of DKI Jakarta 
Cultural Heritage and one of the surviving old mosques in the city [2]. The location is on North Jakarta, 
DKI Jakarta, Indonesia as shown in figure 1. 

Judging from its character, Al Mukarromah Mosque grouped as a religious tourist attraction based 
on Nolan & Nolan [3] categorization. A religious tourist attraction is a tourism object that draws 
attention because of the special feature embedded in the object related to religious culture [3][10]. In Al 
Mukarromah Mosque, the attractions are tombs and the history of the mosque.  

Tourism activity physically and non-physically impacts the surrounding area, especially if it is a 
settlement [4]. The establishment of a religious tourism object promotes commercial activities shown 
by the appearance of small business such as souvenirs shop, lodging, etc [3][4][8][10][11][12]. All 



 
 
 
 
 
 

visiting tourists need certain services such as basic amenities like toilets to full commercial services like 
shops etc [3][13]. In the settlement area, these needs are facilitated using part of housing around tourism 
objects.   

 

Figure 1. Location of research 
 
Elmia and Pratiwi [4] state that physical impacts of tourism on surrounding settlements depend on 

the number of tourists, the scale of tourism object, and disruption for local community to access facility 
caused by externality of tourism activity. In most cases of tourism objects located in settlement, housing 
function is reduced to accommodate service for tourists. Existing houses converted into lodging tourists 
or workers in tourism industry and second homes [4][14]. The impact of tourism on settlement comes 
in many aspects. Notable benefit comes from economics aspects, but there are also adverse side effects 
[12]. The development of tourism needs to be supported with relevant resources and planning. 
Incompatibility between resource and tourism activity may cause several problems like the stall of 
tourism activity or overcapacity of environment [14].  

In this article, religious tourism specifically happened only at Al Mukarromah Mosque. The Mosque 
is located in Kampung Bandan, a high-density settlement. The need to observe the impact of religious 
tourism surrounding Al Mukarromah arises from the character of Kampung Bandan itself. Kampung 
Bandan occupies 11 hectares and has 70% of built blocks [5]. Most of its residents work as laborers, 
drivers, food sellers (stall), or workers [5][6]. Kampung in Jakarta is considered as high-density 
settlement as a result of the lack of means from society to afford proper housing [5]. Therefore kampung 
is considered as an informal settlement in urban structure, especially Jakarta.  

Informal settlements have several characteristics. They usually occupy leftover land, the ambiguity 
of land tenure, designed and constructed individual, and using temporary material [5][15][16]. These 
characteristics consistent with Kampung Bandan, which located on the edge of railway thus confirm its 
informality status. Design, construction, and material on Kampung were picked based on the economic 
affordance of its occupant [5]. Kampung Bandan prone to uncontrolled development due to its negligent 
of regulations or urban planning. This factor, combined with religious tourism caused by Al 
Mukarromah Mosque is alarming for Kampung Bandan. The impact of religious tourism needs to be 
monitored so it will not clash with the characteristics of Kampung Bandan as a high-density settlement.  

2.  Methods 
In order to observe the change in Kampung Bandan, the study will focus more on physical change in 
houses surrounding Al Mukarromah Mosque. This study aims to observe the physical changes in 
housing as a result of the existence of the Al Mukarromah Mosque as religious tourism object.  

The research requires physical data of surrounding house of Al Mukarromah Mosque. Data obtained 
through 3 study cases of house.  Each study case will provide its physical alteration. The alteration will 
be documented and collected through interviews with the occupants. The outcome of the data is the 
original house plans and house plans after transformation. This method is similar with method used by 
Lissimia and Ratna [7] which compared house plans before and after transformation. Analyzing data 



 
 
 
 
 
 

will be using descriptive interpretative methods. Original house plans will be compared with house plans 
after transformation using interpretation. The interpretation will discuss house's physical attributes such 
as area, material, and function. The result further analyzed through literature study and resulting in a 
conclusion of physical impact on housing because of Al Mukarromah Mosque.  

3.  Result  

3.1.  Case Study 1 
The first case study was on the street west of Al Mukarromah Mosque. The building served as a 
residence when it was originally built. It had a total area of around 36 meters square. A small family of 
parents and two children lives in this house. In the initial occupancy, there are 3 bedrooms, a living 
room, family room, dining room, two toilets, and a kitchen. The detail of the plan can be seen in fig 3.  

This house undergoes several changes, including addition of floor level, room, and function. This 
building changes its form to accommodate commercial function. The change consists of renovation of 
the façade and addition of second floor. The changed area covers 65% of the total building area. The 
front building change to accommodate to commercial function, which is a shop and automotive repair. 
The shop sells grocery or everyday things instead of things related to religious tourism. The second floor 
consists of 3 bedrooms, so this house in total has five bedrooms after transformation. Another notable 
change, the addition of second floor use material wood, which is considered non-permanent or 
temporary. 

  
Figure 2. Facade of case study 1 Figure 3. House plan before and after transformation 

3.2.  Case Study 2  
The second case study located directly on the west of Al Mukarromah Mosque, inside the Mosque's 
complex. It was built in 2000 and was built on land owned by the family of mosque officials, the late 
Habib Ali bin Alwi Bin Abdurrahman Asy-Syathri. After he died, this house was inherited by his son, 
namely Habib Alwi bin Ali Asy-Syathri. Habib Alwi still occupies the house because he served as 
chairman of the Jami Al Mukarromah Mosque. Jami Al Mukarromah Mosque is a foundation established 
based on the community loyal to Al Mukarromah Mosque. This building functioned as a residence. 

Several years later, this residence had an addition in the form of a large room beside the original 
house. This additional area is to house a shop (Fig 6). The placement of the building next to the mosque 
has the potential to become a place to sell the needs of Muslim worship, such as prayer tools, Muslim 
clothes, Islamic books, etc. Also, the selection of glass material will make it easier for mosque visitors 
to see merchandise inside. This expansion occupies 40% of the total house area.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 4. Case study 2 location Figure 5. Facade of 2nd house (left: house, right: shop) 
 

 
Figure 6. House plan before and after transformation (case study 2) 

3.3.  Case Study 3 
The third case study located west of Al Mukarromah Mosque, next to second case study. The house was 
built around 1990. This house is owned by the younger brother of Habib Ali bin Alwi bin Abdurrahman. 
The house going through vertical expansion. The second floor still served as residential function since 
the expansion needed to accommodate the growing family. There is no additional or change of function 
in this house. This house serves as residence, consistent with the original plan. 

 

   
Figure 7. Case study 3 location Figure 8. Facade of 3rd house 

 
The second level act as an additional area of building consist of 50% of total building area. Compared 

to case study 2, this house made an additional level and still remains as a residence. Meanwhile, the 
expansion of building on case study 2 is purely made to accommodate commercial function and has no 
direct access to the original house.  

The third case study uses permanent material concrete for expansion. This is different from the first 
case study, which uses non-permanent material wood. The second case study also uses permanent 
material concrete for the expansion of building but for commercial purposes, combine it with glass.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9. House plan before and after transformation (case study 3) 

4.  Discussion 
The first to note is all the case study applied house expansion range 40-65% of the total house area. This 
expansion is done with two main reasons which are to accommodate a growing family and to open a 
business or commercial function. Commercial function supporting religious tourism in the form of a 
shop selling souvenir or things for prayer shows in case study 2. Meanwhile, case study 1 only sells 
groceries. It indicates that only the adjacent house is impacted directly from religious tourism. 

Yuliandari et al. [8] indicate that tourism increases the occupants of surrounding settlement. In their 
study, the surrounding settlement not only occupied by the existing community but also people who 
work at the tourism industry. However, the case did not happen in Kampung Bandan. It shows in the 
term of no case study show function change into lodging. The cause might be the people who work to 
serve in the religious industry are so few it doesn't create a significant impact on housing in Kampung 
Bandan. 

From observation, most commercial service offered at tourist occurs during special events in Al 
Mukarromah Mosque in the form of food stall etc. The cause might be the urban character of Kampung 
Bandan itself. The circulation of kampung made it difficult for tourists to access other parts of the 
settlement. Compared to its brother Luar Batang Mosque, which has similar characteristics, it has 
suitable access in the form of a wide street and wide open space, although surrounded by kampung [9]. 
Those factors make the community thrive better in economic aspects of religious tourism.  

Short-term religious tourism, like the event at Al Mukarromah Mosque, needs corresponding 
infrastructure such as parks, picnic place, restaurant, and religious-related shop [12]. Main 
transportations for tourism are car or bus [12][14]. Both transportation modes need significant space to 
park or drop off. This need is not easily accommodated in Al Mukarromah Mosque. The limitation of 
public space in Kampung Bandan made it hard for cars or buses to park. This argument also explains 
why Luar Batang Mosques thrives better than Al Mukarromah Mosque. There is concern for the 
sustainability of Al Mukarromah as religious tourism due to the unsuitability of the environment. 

An additional function that is commercial happens both in case study 1 and 2. But only case study 2 
change because of religious tourism activity. Case study 1 change because of its location on the main 
road of Kampung Bandan. Physical change only happens in houses adjacent to Al Mukarromah Mosque. 

There are two types of material used for expansion in three case studies: permanent and non-
permanent or temporary. Two houses adjacent to Al Mukarromah Mosque use permanent material while 
case study 1, which is further from the Mosque, use temporary material. Religious tourism may be 
beneficial economically for the community, but physically it only benefit adjacent house. The other part 
of Kampung Bandan still maintains the physical characteristics of Kampung, as stated before, by using 
temporary material [5][15][16]. 

5.  Conclusion 
This study observes physical changes in housing surrounding Al Mukarromah Mosque. The result 
shown in the form of building function, total building area, and expansion material. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Some houses use the opportunity provided by religious tourism to open commercial facilities. This 
commercial facility sells things that support religious activity. In terms of function, there is a shift from 
only residential to both residential and commercial. 

Every case study improves their house by expansion. The expansion varied from 40% to 65 % of the 
total house area. Nevertheless, not all of the expansion is caused directly by religious tourism. The 
connection between house expansion and religious tourism needs to be observed further. 

The houses adjacent to Al Mukarromah Mosque use permanent material concrete for their 
expansions. Case study 1, located further from the Mosque uses non-permanent material wood for the 
expansion. It proves that religious tourism support adjacent house economically although maybe 
indirectly. Other houses in Kampung Bandan further from the Mosque show the characteristic of 
Kampung housing by using temporary material. 
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