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Advantage & 
Disadvantage 

Advantages: 

The Introduction well substantiates the research background and clearly explains its 

reasons and aims. 

Very good, detailed, and explanatory presentation of Inceptisols as well as their 

economic and social importance. 

The data are clearly presented in tables. 

Clear Discussions on Inceptisols chemical properties and their importance for soil 

fertility and rice growing. 

 

Disadvantages: 

A reference base is not referred to for the soil type. 

Lack of some references for framing soil chemical characteristics. 

Inceptisols are presented as having 10-31% organic matter contents in the Introduction 

whereas the present research has found much lower values. 

Recommending "optimizing the use of Inceptisol in rice fields" is too vague, too 

general. 

How to improve 

Refer the soil type (Inceptisol) to a reference soil data base. 

Give a reference for framing soil chemical characteristics (humus, pH, nitrogen, BS, 

etc.) into classes (low, medium…/acid…). 

Humus contents are indeed low to medium so avoid using "high" for describing the 

first layers (firs paragraph in 3.1. subsection). 

Maybe give some explanation on the contrast between the Inceptisols organic matter 

contents as presented in the Introduction (10-31%) and the much lower values found 
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by the present research. 

Calculating C/N ratio could provide information on the quality of organic matter 

which is also of importance in assessing the soil fertility properties. 

Add the DOI for the references to articles that have these identifiers (it is the case of at 

least [1]. 

Some assertions about soil phosphorus contents and CEC (3.1. subsection) need 

references. 

Potassium contents (K) was not analyzed in the soil samples. Is this element not of 

interest for rice growing? 

Give some details on the recommendation to optimize "the use of Inceptisol in rice 

fields". 

Please rate the following: (1 = Excellent) (2 = Good) (3 = Fair) (4 = Poor) 
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